
 

Dates to Remember 

 
Friday, March 28 

Soup Supper-Sponsored by Fraternity –followed by Stations of the Cross at 

7:00pm 

5:30 St. Austin’s 

SUNDAY, APRIL 13-Palm Sunday 

Fraternity Meeting 3pm at St. Austin's-Note time change 

SUNDAY, April 20—EastrDaylight Savings Time 

SUNDAY, March 16 

OFS MEETING 

2:00—St. Austin’s 
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SUNDAY, SEPTEMBER 17 

3:00 OFS MEETING &  

REGIONAL & PASTORAL VISITATION, 

WECOLMING RITE AND JUBLIEE  

CELEBRATION 

SATURDAY, SEPTEMBER 30  

SHARING & CARING HANDS 

SATURDAY, SEPTEMBER 30 

FALL REGIONAL GATHERING—

BLOOMINGTON 

SUNDAY, OCTOBER 1, 12:00 BLESS-

ING OF THE ANIMALS @ ST, 

BRIDGET’S  

TUESDAY, OCTOBER 3 TRANSITUS 

T/B/A 

WEDNESDAY, OCTOBER 4 FEAST 

DAY OF ST. FRANCIS 7:00 PM MASS 

& RECEPTION  @ ST. AUSTIN’S  

SUNDAY, OCTOBER 8 

3:00 PM COUNCIL MEETING  

Tammy’s house 

SATURDAY, OCTOBER 14 

ROSARY FOR LIFE—ST. BRIDGET’S 

SUNDAY, OCTOBER 22 

3:00 OFS MEETING ST.  

AUSTIN’S 

FRIDAY—SUNDAY October 27-29 

FRIENDS OF FRANCIS RETREAT 

PRIOR LAKE RETREAT HOUSE 

 

MONTHLY HIGHLIGHTS 

Sept. Column – Sue 

Sept. Liturgy–  Mona 

Sept. Ongoing—Mona 

Sept.  Visitation— Maria 

Sept. Treats—Anniversary  

Reception 

Oct. Column – ?? 

Oct. Liturgy–  LOH 

Oct. Ongoing—Tim 

Oct. Visitation—  Mike & Kay 

Oct. Treats—Maria/Carol 

ST. FRANCIS’ FEAST OF STIGMATA  From the Legenda Minor of St. Bonaventure:  

Two years before Francis, the faithful servant of Christ, gave his soul back to God, he was alone 

on the top of Mt. Alverna. There he had begun a fast of forty days in honor of the archangel Mi-

chael and was immersed more deeply than usual in the delights of heavenly contemplation. His 

soul became aglow with the ardor of fervent longing for heaven as he experienced within him-

self the operations of grace. 

As he was drawn aloft through ardent longing for God one morning near the feast of the Exalta-

tion of the Cross, and was praying on the mountainside, he saw what appeared as a seraph with 

six bright wings gleaming like a fire descending from the heights of heaven. As this figure ap-

proached in swift flight and came near the man of God it appeared not only winged but also 

crucified. The sight of it amazed Francis and his soul experienced joy mingled with pain. He was 

delighted with the sight of Christ appearing to him so graciously and intimately and yet the awe-

inspiring vision of Christ nailed to the cross aroused in his soul a joy of compassionate love. 
When the vision vanished after a mysterious and intimate conversation it left Francis aglow with 

seraphic love in his soul. Externally, however, it left marks on his body like those of the Crucified 

as if the impression of a seal had been left on heated wag. The figures of the nails appeared 

immediately on his hands and feet. The heads of the nails were inside his hands but on top of 

his feet with their points extending through to the opposite side. His right side too showed a 

blood-red wound as if it had been pierced by a lance, and blood flowed frequently from it. Be-

cause of this new and astounding miracle unheard of in times past, Francis came down from 
the mountain a new man adorned with the sacred stigmata, bearing in his body the image of 

the Crucified not made by a craftsman in wood or stone , but fashioned in his members by the 

hand of the living God. 

Francis and his followers travelled and preached all over Europe, gaining popularity and follow-

ers everywhere. Francis himself preached before the Pope and Cardinals at the Lateran in 1217 

and met St. Dominic during that stay in Rome. Lay people were so moved by Francis' preaching 

that they came to him pleading to join his order, once an entire congregation implored him en 
masse. At this point he devised his Third Order, which he intended as a middle state for people 

who weren't ready or able to leave all for the cloister. 

Many Franciscans also went to preach to the Muslims, Francis himself preached to the sultan 

as he and his army were faced by crusaders from Europe. Many of the friars who went to Mus-

lim lands were martyred. Francis' first rule was only approved verbally by Innocent III, and in 

written form it was overly long and not precise. After some relaxations in the austerity he de-

sired for his friars and imposition of rules by outside or unauthorized people, Francis retired to 
solitude to entrust an official version of his rule of life to paper. (After he finished a first version 

it was promptly lost, and Francis was forced to retire again to re-write it.) The rule was pared 

down from 23 to 12 chapters, and was solemnly approved by Pope Honorius III on November 

29, 1223. It was unique up to that time in that it stressed the vow of poverty, which it made 

absolute, and in the compromise between the secular and religious states in his Third Order. 

From the beginning of his conversion our Seraphic Father Saint Francis had a very great devo-

tion and veneration for Christ crucified and never ceased to preach this devotion till his death. 
In the year 1224 as he was rapt in deep contemplation on Mt. Alverna Christ the Lord by a stu-

pendous miracle imprinted the marks of his passion on the saint's body. Pope Benedict XI per-

mitted the Franciscan Order to celebrate annually on this day the memory of this extraordinary 

event attested by reliable witnesses. 

What many do not think of or know about St. Francis is that he was a radical penitent!  Many 

think of him as just a peaceful nature lover and he did see God's awesomeness in creation but 

his spirituality was such that he desired to be a martyr.  He went to preach to an islamic Sultan 

and if he had been martyrded in that attempt that would have pleased him. But he lived his 

martyrdom another way; he gave himself fully in another way, and ultimately he became so con-

figured to Christ that the Holy Stigmata–the wounds of Christ–were imprinted on his body.  St. 

Francis, pray for us and that we may live also all for Christ. Feast Day of the Stigmata– 9/17 
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We had our meeting on Aug. 7th right after Mass.  Nancy, 

Kathy, and myself were there.  Richard came later so we did 

have four at our meeting.  We decided to move our meeting 

back to the 1st Sunday of the month, right after 10:30 

Mass.  We are going to be leading the Public Square Rosary 

October 14th.  Nancy will be leading it at Rosholt, SD and I 

will be leading it in Browns Valley, MN.  Not sure yet if Gloria 

will be leading it in Wheaton, MN.   

 

We will be having a Mass on Oct. 3rd at 7:00 pm and be hav-

ing the Transitus. 

May everyone have a great Fall. 

 

Edith Foren, Minister,  

St. Anthony of Padua of Browns Valley, MN 
 

 

 . 

 

 

Meet Will Moore, our New  

Spiritual Assistant. Will was with us last 

month and at our lengthy Council meeting in 

preparation for visitation.  He is unable to be 

with us today as he is giving a talk on behalf 

of the region.  He will join us again next 

month. 

 

Regional Website:  Mona and I are happy to announce 

that we have updated our regional website to include our up-

coming events and our newsletters.  We have also linked our 

Facebook page.  Check it out at:  https://queenofpeace 

region.org/minneapolis-st-anthony-of-padua-fraternity  

2018 Space Reservations and Mass Intentions  are 

available today and will be posted on our regional web page. 

Sharing & Caring Hands  The next opportunity to serve is 

Saturday, September 30.  The same day as regional gather-

ing.  If you are not planning to attend the Gathering but could 

offer assistance in this ministry, please let Mike know as 

some of the regular crew will be at the Regional event.   

 

Fall Gathering.  will be hosted by St. John XXIII fraternity 

with our fraternity assisting with food on Saturday, September 

30.  Registration forms have been provided at our meeting or 

mailed to you if you were absent.  There will be carpools avail-

able.  Scholarships are also available.  We will need assis-

tance with the preparation and serving of food.  Please talk to 

Maria if you were not present at the meeting and wish to help 

or if you plan to attend and need to sign up for a ride. 

Animal Blessing.  Will be at St. Bridget’s at 12:00 on Sunday, 

October 1. 

Transitus.  We are looking at options to celebrate Transitus.  

Phone calls and and email will be sent when  we have infor-

mation. 

Feast Day Mass will take place on Wednesday, October 4 

at Church of St. Austin at 7:00 pm with a reception to follow.  

Please bring something to share at the reception.  For those 

of you not belonging to our parish, this will most likely be the 

last event that Heather Johnson will do our music liturgy as 

she is leaving us to become a full-time mother after Christ-

mas.  Hannah’s sibling is expected on Monday, 11/27. 

 

NEWS FROM BROWNS VALLEY—ST. ANTHONY OF PADUA FRATERNITY  

IMPORTANT NEWS                                                 

October  Public Square Rosary Crusade.  This October 

is the 100th anniversary of the 6th Fatima apparition and the 

Miracle of the Sun. Our nation is in great need of public 

prayer, repentance and conversion.  In this historic year 

of the Fatima Centennial, we ask God to save America 

through the Rosary of His Most Holy Mother.  You are   

invited to gather at the corner of Emerson & Dowling @  

12:00 on Saturday, October 14th to pray.  See flyer on back of 

prayer calendar.   

 

Friends of Francis Retreat  October 27-29, 2017 Prior 

Lake Retreat House 16385 Saint Francis Lane - Prior Lake, MN 

55372 - 952-447-2182 - 

email: secretary@franciscanretreats.net 

 
While this retreat is geared primarily to all members of the Or-

der of Franciscan Seculars, it is open to anyone who has an 

interest in St. Francis and Franciscan Spirituality.  

 

The retreat will begin on Friday evening, at 7:30 p.m., and end 

Sunday, after brunch, which is served at 12:30 p.m. Cost: 

$160.00 per person. Pre-registration is required, along with a 

$30.00 registration fee. Call 952-447-2182 or register online 

at https://franciscanssl.webaloo.com/register.aspx 

 

TREASURER’S REPORT  

General Fund Balance 8/20/17 $       457.45  

August Collection:                              +      205.00 

Subtotal:               662.45 

2018 Masses      -    84.00 

Postage                   -      49..00 

9/17/17 General Fund Balance               $529.45 

Memorial Fund Balance  8/20/17           $106.15 

  Fall Gathering Registrations                 -       50.00 

Memorial Fund Balance 9/17/17                56.15 

Total Balance as of  9/17/17          $585.60 

*Note last month’s starting general fund balance was 

listed incorrectly as $1,270.45 when in fact it was 

$1,165.45 and ending balance was 457.45 2d half fair 

share was $698 not $699 

 

mailto:secretary@franciscanretreats.net
https://franciscanssl.webaloo.com/register.aspx
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Prayer for Friars God of all,  You are the source of all 

hope to your children, and through the gift of your Son 

you have shown us how to call on You in our hour of 

need.   Hear our prayer this day. Bring peace to your 

Church, and resolution to the crisis which has come upon 

the Third Order Regular Franciscans.   Protect our Parish 

communities  and make whole the brokenness that has 

been caused by sin and evil. Keep the Friars safe under 

Your protection and safely return them their life of ser-

vice with the Third Order.   

We make this prayer in the name of your only Son Jesus, 

whom you gave to us as an example of victory over sin 

and death, now and forever, Amen. 

September Column—submitted by Sue 
For over ten years now, I have worked in a Fridley school program that 

serves students on the autism spectrum.  In our classroom, we try to 

speak quietly and with fewer words, the fluorescent lights are covered 

in blue cloths to tone down the glare, and we try to wait patiently for 

LONG periods of time for a response from students with slow pro-

cessing times.  We are always working to maintain a calm atmos-

phere which can be punctuated with loud, joyful moments as well as 

many anxiety-driven episodes of yelling or physical outbursts.   

A couple of tools we have to help with over anxiousness are the use of 

weighted blankets, vests and lap pads.  Many of our students like to 

crawl under a heavy blanket in the darkness where it helps them to 

become aware of their body and calm their anxiety.  And even in play, 

these students will gravitate to a cloth tunnel or a darker corner under 

a mat in order to hangout and regroup. 

Some days I think to myself “yuck, that looks smothering” or “seems 

a little lonely actually”.  But, like a miracle, children come out from the 

weighted blanket wearing a smile ready to participate.  At these 

times, I am reminded that a close, dark place, away from the crowd 

can aide in a miracle.   

Francis left the stunning scenery of an Italian sunny slope to find pow-

erful prayer time in caves and not-so-well-lit chapels.  I struggle with 

making time for daily prayer time.  Although, in a challenging autism 

setting, I am often offering up short prayers for HELP and guidance.  

But my students remind me to seek that daily prayer time with my 

Lord in my prayer closet.  Je-

sus says in Matthew 6:6 

“Whenever you pray, go to 

your room, close your door, 

and pray to your Father in pri-

vate.  Then your Father who 

sees what no man sees, will re-

pay you”. 

Although I am not under a 

blanket, my dimly lit even- ing 

living room has been my prayer closet.  But for my transformative 

prayer time, I thank God for a chance to converse and praise Him in 

the adoration chapel at Immaculate Conception Church.  Here I have 

found more than my weighted blanket.  Pax et bonum!  Sue Wolney 

• In thanksgiving for a new 

Spiritual Assistant, Will 
Moore, OFS. 

• For Trish, Will’s sister in 
law who has breast cancer 

and for Helen from his fra-

ternity suffering from trige-

mal neuralgia (brain) and 

suffering migraines.   
• For healing and recovery 

for Kathy Irvin. 

• For LaRayne. 

• For  Sharon’s daughter 
Denise for answers to 

health issues and healing. 

• For Virginia’s son, Alan who 

has been  diagnosed with 

lung cancer. 

• For Diana’s daughter Jenny 

& granddaughter, Destiny. 

• For our inquirers  

• For all those suffering from 

fires, floods, hurricanes 

and natural disasters both 
in our country and abroad 

and for their recovery ef-

forts. 

• For those who suffer from 

depression and mental 

illness. 

• For the sick and home-

bound in our families and 

fraternities. 

• For  all the  TOR friars, es-

pecially Fr. Anthony, Fr. 

Giles and Fr. Robert as 

they await the Judge’s de-

cision from the hearing  

held on June 14th. 

• For God's protection over 

N. Side Life Care Center 

(now Abria) and for each of 

their clients/patients and 

their families 

• For new members to the 

Franciscan orders. 

• For the Franciscan reli-

gious, priests, friars and 

sisters. 

• For those who are home-

less and those struggling  

with finances. 

• For those who are alone 

and lonely may they know 

God’s love. 

• For our Franciscan broth-

ers and sisters  and family 

members who have gone 

before us 

• For a return to the church 

for those who have left our 

flock, most especially our 

family members. 

• For a peaceful world and 

an end to violence most 

especially within our com-
munities.   

• For all pregnant mothers  

(most especially Miranda 
and Tim & Tammy’s daugh-

ter-in-law, Bre) and the 

sanctity of life of all young 

and old. 

 

Visitation Report—Maria’ 

Maria visited with both Kathy 

Irvin and LaRayne Theis about 

10 days ago.  Kathy is having 

surgery to remove a kidney 

stone and LaRayne has a hip 

bone that has popped out of 

the joint and it is extremely 

painful.  LaRayne was extreme-

ly glad to have the connection 

with a secular.  She has been 

quite lonely.  Both of these 

ladies need prayers for healing. 

Maria happened to run into Fr. 

Anthony while visiting Kathy at 

St. Therese Care Center in 

Brooklyn Park.  She had not 

seen him since last year and 

reported there were a lot of 

hugs that day.   

P.S.  Carol tried to visit Jill but 

couldn’t wake her from her 

sound sleep.  John Irvin in-

formed me that Kathy came 

home on Thursday 9/14 and 

continues to need a lot of PT 

and cognitive therapy. 

PRAYER REQUESTS               



Secular Franciscan Order 

St. Anthony of Padua Fraternity 

tntwolney@gmail.com  

c/o Tammy Wolney, OFS 

4418 Drew Avenue N. 

Robbinsdale, MN 55422-1553 


